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Living Smart ~ Aging Strong

Friends, | want to share some important information with you. The
residents of Ohio are being asked to sign a petition that would put a
measure on the ballot in November. If passed, this amendment would
abolish property taxes. At first, this sounds like the greatest idea since
sliced bread. But, when we dive a little deeper, we understand the major
impact this will have on many, including the most vulnerable.

Data that | pulled from the Ohio Department of Aging shows that in rural Ohio nearly
one in three residents is aged 60 or older. That's WCCOA's targeted clientele. In 2025,
WCCOA provided over 38,000 meals to seniors in Wyandot County. Our drivers
traveled over 200,000 miles, taking seniors to medical appointments and other

essential stops. Our homemakers worked close to 4,000 hours keeping our seniors’
homes clean and safe.

WCCOA receives 75-80% of our operating budget from levies on property taxes.
These levies have been supported every single time they were proposed, and by large
margins. The taxpayers of this county have literally voted for increases in their property
taxes so that we can provide services to the aging population of this county.

The thought of having to deny food, transportation, or any service to a vulnerable
senior keeps me up at night. On the next page, you will find more information to
consider when making your decision to support or

abandon property taxes in Ohio. Terry Ratliff, Executive Director
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Property Tax Impact

WYANDOT COUNTY
Community Spotlight:
The Vital Role of Local Property Taxes

Property taxes are more than just a line on a bill; they are the
backbone of Wyandot County. A proposed amendment to
abolish these taxes would defund the local services our
residents rely on most.

Protecting Our Independence:

Senior Services Where the Money
For many of our neighbors, property tax levies are Stays.

the difference between living at home and moving
into a nursing facility.
» Vital Programs: Levies fund home-delivered meals, in-home

Unlike other taxes that go to Columbus or
Washington, property tax is locally
controlled. Voters decide how much to

care, and senior center budgets. spend on:
¢ Medicaid Prevention: Over 90% of older Ohioans are not Sty Geners)
eligible for Medicaid. Senior levies provide the practical support &Librarigs . | calth
& DD

needed to avoid high-cost systems for as long as possible.
» The Risk: Eliminating property tax puts these programs at
immediate risk of closure, potentially forcing seniors into

higher-cost Medicaid systems sooner. 20%\:}1 Ziﬁ?p
The "Tax Swap".
What Would Replace It? "tz

To make up for the $24 billion loss statewide, other _
tﬁxeﬁ é\/ould have to skyrocket to levels never seen in
the U.S.:

The Cost of Replacement

Current Rate

PI’OJeCted 161 mmm Projected Rate (to replace property tax)
“Replacement” Rate 13.0%

¢ Local Schools: Roughly 60% of your
property tax supports our children's
education and building maintenance.

¢ Public Safety: Police, Fire, and EMS rely on
these funds. Without them, response times
in our townships would likely slow as
stations face layoffs or closures.

o Stability: Property taxes are steady. Income
and sales taxes "swing sharply" during bad
economies, leaving services vulnerable

ORI Stote SaleE TN right when people need them most.

The Bottom Line:

Abolishing property taxes isn't just a tax cut; it's a transfer of power. We would lose

State Income Tax
2.75% 11% - 15%
(A 4x Increase)

State Sales Tax 5.75%
15% - 18%
(Highest in the Nation)

Tax Rate Percentage (%)

local control over our community's priorities, and the financial burden would shift to
massive hikes in what we pay at the grocery store and on our paychecks.



Our Services

Home Delivered Meal Program

Our Home Delivered Meal program provides a variety of
meal options—hot, cold, and frozen—to seniors five days a
week. We source our meals from Seneca County, and they
are carefully packaged at our facility by our exceptional
kitchen team. Our committed meal route drivers then deliver
these meals, along with a smile, throughout Wyandot
County.

Our commitment is to ensure that every senior in Wyandot County has
access to the resources they need to navigate aging safely,
comfortably, and with dignity. We understand that each person's
needs are unique, and our compassionate team is here to listen and
offer tailored support. Whether you're seeking information, a specific
service, oracommunity connection, we are here as your partner in this
joumey. Please feel free to reach out with any questions or to learn
more about how we can support you or your loved ones.







