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Living Smart ~ Aging Strong

Friends, | want to share some important information with you. The
residents of Ohio are being asked to sign a petition that would put a
measure on the ballot in November. If passed, this amendment would
abolish property taxes. At first, this sounds like the greatest idea since
sliced bread. But, when we dive a little deeper, we understand the major
impact this will have on many, including the most vulnerable.

Data that | pulled from the Ohio Department of Aging shows that in rural Ohio nearly
one in three residents is aged 60 or older. That's WCCOA's targeted clientele. In 2025,
WCCOA provided over 38,000 meals to seniors in Wyandot County. Our drivers
traveled over 200,000 miles, taking seniors to medical appointments and other

essential stops. Our homemakers worked close to 4,000 hours keeping our seniors’
homes clean and safe.

WCCOA receives 75-80% of our operating budget from levies on property taxes.
These levies have been supported every single time they were proposed, and by large
margins. The taxpayers of this county have literally voted for increases in their property
taxes so that we can provide services to the aging population of this county.

The thought of having to deny food, transportation, or any service to a vulnerable
senior keeps me up at night. On the next page, you will find more information to
consider when making your decision to support or

abandon property taxes in Ohio. Terry Ratliff, Executive Director
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